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Superior Township house ‘greenest’

Part of the geothermal system.

BY JANET MILLER
annarbor@mbusinessreview.com

Tim and Carol Burton didn�t set out to build 
the �greenest� house ever constructed by Wil-
low Building Co. 

But by the time the 4,400-square-foot, two-level 
house was completed in summer 2007  � with a 
geothermal heating and cooling system, recycled 
cellulose insulation, energy saving atrium and low-
VOC paints � the house stood as a testament to 
green building practices. 

�They put their green dollars into the guts of the 
house, not into stuff that you can see,� said Alex 
Clay, marketing and sales coordinator for Willow 
Building. �They could have done things like crazy, 
high-end � nishes, but instead they made it energy-
ef� cient and economical.�

The Burtons knew they wanted to be eco-
conscious when they built their � ve-bedroom 
dream home in Superior Township. �How can 
you not. It�s just basic citizenship,� said Carol 
Burton. 

While there is a greening of home building, 
there is a cost. 

�Everyone thinks green is the best, and it is,� 
Clay said. �But it is more expensive.� Green build-
ing costs run between 20 and 25 percent  higher, 
he said. Some of that can be recovered, such as a 
geothermal heating and cooling system. Some of it, 
such as nontoxic paint, can�t. 

But costs will continue to fall as greener 
building materials become the norm, said 
Nancy Clay, owner and president of Willow 
Building. Some new building materials, such 
as earth-friendly drywall, is prohibitively high 
right now, but should eventually � nd its way 
to market. 

Some of the eco-friendly features of the  
house include:

� Staying warm (and cool) while 
staying green

The geothermal heating and cooling system and 
radiant � oor heat will save many thousands of dol-
lars over the life of the system, good for the Bur-
tons and good for the environment.

 While the geothermal system, with its laby-
rinth of liquid-� lled tubing buried in the back-
yard, is about twice as expensive to install, the 
higher cost should be recovered in about � ve 
years, Alex said. Heating and cooling the house 
with a traditional HVAC system would cost 
between $4,000 and $5,000 annually, he said. 
The Burtons can expect to pay about $1,000 a 
year. Burton said their monthly bill for all utili-
ties hovers around $215, compared to $350 for 
just heat at their former house, which was half 
the size. 

Square Footage

Owner Carol Burton, center, � anked by Alex and Nancy Clay. | PHOTOS BY ROBERT RAMEY
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